BY ROBIN LEE

A Good Esthetician Listens to the Skin, Not Just the Trend Cycle

There is always something new in skincare.

A new ingredient. A new device. A new treatment everyone is suddenly talking about. A new routine that
promises faster results. And while some of those things can be useful, | think one of the most important

things an esthetician learns over time is how not to be led by noise. Because skin is not a trend.

It is living tissue. It responds to what it is exposed to, how often it is pushed, and whether the overall
approach actually makes sense. And in the treatment room, you can see very quickly when skin has been
given too much, too fast, or without enough thought behind it.

| have seen a lot of skin that was not “bad” or “difficult” — just overwhelmed.

Over-exfoliated. Overcorrected. Layered with too many actives. Treated according to what was popular
instead of what was appropriate. And often the person behind that skin was genuinely trying to do the
right thing.

That is why | think a good esthetician has to know how to listen. Not just to what a client says they want,
but to what the skin is actually showing. Is it irritated? Dehydrated? Inflamed? Overworked? Is the

current plan helping — or is it just a collection of skincare habits that never really got questioned?
That kind of discernment matters more than trend awareness ever will.

Whether you are caring for clients or learning this profession, real confidence does not come from
knowing what is popular. It comes from knowing how to observe, how to step back, and how to choose

what is truly needed. Sometimes that means doing more. Sometimes it means doing much less.
| think that is one of the quiet differences between excitement and professionalism.

Trends will keep changing. They always do. But skin still asks for the same things: patience, respect,
consistency, and a thoughtful hand.

And that is something worth coming back to.
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